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Church which he served as the Vicar of Christ. During
his Pontificate no project had been too difficult or dangerous,
no detail too petty or insignificant so that the influence and
power of the Church might be extended. Dr. Carlyle has
shown how Innocent always stopped short of claiming for
the Papacy the plenitudo potestatis;x the doctrine of the
absolute sovereignty of the Pope in all matters temporal
and spiritual was left for others to declare; it was for the
whole body of the Church that Innocent lived and toiled
tirelessly, ceaselessly, and with complete single-heartedness.
In holding the Council Innocent had two main objects
in view, to expand externally by overcoming the forces of
heresy and paganism and to develop internally by sweeping
away abuses and encouraging a general spirit of enthusiasm
and reform. These objects were to be attained by a great
crusade in which the whole of the Christian world was to
unite against the Turk, and by the issuing and enforcement
of a series of canons laying down the main articles of faith,
centralizing ecclesiastical organization and dealing with
prevalent abuses.3 These objects were set forth by Innocent
himself in his letters summoning the great Council.
After praying often to God for Divine guidance and after
numerous deliberations with the cardinals and other wise men
I decided, following the example of the ancient Fathers, to summon
a general council which shall exterminate vice, foster virtues, redress"'
wrongs, reform morals, stamp out heresies, fortify the faith, put an
end to discussions, establish peace, protect liberty, gain to the cause
of the Holy Land Christian princes and peoples, and make wise laws
for the higher and lower clergy.3
Some of the more prominent decrees thus issued at the
Council are peculiarly significant in showing the very ad-
vanced stage reached by the Church at this time in its
claims to exercise authority and control in matters both
spiritual and temporal, and in the emphasis and stress now
laid on organization and centralization. Concerning dogma
the two most important canons are the first decree with
its celebrated declaration of Faith and the twenty-first
1 R. W. and A. J, Carlyle, A History of Mediaeval Political Theory in the West.
* For printed texts of the Canons of the Council see Sacrorum Condliorum
ampUssima. collects, ed. J. D. Mansi $ Histoire des Conciles^ ed. C. J. Hefele and
H, Leclercq, V, ii. 1323-90.                 3 Histoire des Candles* v. ii. 1316-17.